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The Second International Expert Meeting on a 10-Year
Framework of Programmes for Sustainable Consumption and
Production convened from 5-8 September, 2005, at the Hotel
Barcelo San José Palacio, in San José, Costa Rica. The meeting
was organized by the Division for Sustainable Development
(DSD) at the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UN DESA), in cooperation with the UN
Environment Programme (UNEP). Over 180 experts from over
65 countries attended this event, including representatives of
government agencies, intergovernmental organizations and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

The aims of the meeting were to further develop and
assess the priorities for regional and national action and
international support identified by the First International Expert
Meeting, held in Marrakech, Morocco, 16-19 June 2003,
identify international focal points for information exchange
and cooperation on elements of the 10-Year Framework of
Programmes for Sustainable Consumption and Production,
explore opportunities for partnerships to work on sustainable
consumption and production (SCP), and provide inputs to
the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) for
consideration, in particular on integrating SCP issues into the
Commission’s discussions on energy, climate, air pollution and
industrial development at CSD-14 and CSD-15.

The meeting was co-chaired by Viveka Bohn, Ministry of
Sustainable Development, Sweden, and Allan Flores, Vice-
Minister of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica. On Monday,
5 September, experts met in Plenary and were presented
with keynote speeches, reports from the regional meetings, a
Discussion Paper on Making the Marrakech Process Work, and
participated in a discussion with a multi-stakeholder panel on
key issues in SCP. On Tuesday, 6 September, and Wednesday,
7 September, participants met in five working groups addressing
Production Processes and Industrial Development, Urban
Planning and Waste Management, Sustainable Consumption
and Product Development, National and Regional Strategies
for SCP, and Energy, Climate and Air Pollution. On Thursday,
8 September, experts met in Plenary for the presentation of the
working groups’ reports, and discussed future work and the
Co-Chairs’ draft summary. During the meeting, participants
also participated in cooperation dialogue sessions, and went on

field trips to sites related to their working groups. Additionally,
experts attended training workshops in the evenings. Four task
forces were announced for future work on sustainable lifestyles,
sustainable public procurement, cooperation with Africa, and
sustainable products.

The outcome of the meeting was a non-negotiated Co-Chairs’
summary report of the meeting, including summary reports from
the working groups.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CSD, SUSTAINABLE
CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION, AND THE
MARRAKECH PROCESS

The Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD)
emerged from Agenda 21, the programme of action adopted
by the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) in June 1992. Agenda 21 called for the
creation of the CSD to ensure effective follow-up to UNCED,
enhance international cooperation, and examine progress in
implementing Agenda 21 at the local, national, regional and
international levels. Chapter Four of Agenda 21 highlights
unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and
focuses on developing national policies and strategies to
encourage changes in such patterns.
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The CSD held its first
substantive session in June
1993 and has met annually
since. At its third session, in
1995, the CSD adopted an
International Work Programme
on Changing Consumption
and Production Patterns,
which addressed: trends in
consumption and production
patterns; the impacts on
developing countries of
changes in consumption
patterns in developed
countries; policy measures
to change consumption and
production patterns; voluntary
commitments from countries; indicators for measuring changes
in consumption and production patterns; and revision of the UN
Guidelines for Consumer Protection.

In June 1997, the 19th UN General Assembly Special Session
(UNGASS-19), also known as “Rio+5,” was held to review
the implementation of Agenda 21. Negotiations produced a
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21. Among
the decisions adopted at UNGASS-19 was a five-year CSD work
programme, which identified sectoral, and cross-sectoral issues
and established the main themes to be considered in the CSD’s
four subsequent sessions. In the context of that work programme,
sustainable consumption and production patterns continued to be
an “overriding issue” on the yearly CSD agenda.

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
convened from 26 August to 4 September 2002, in Johannesburg,
South Africa, and adopted two main documents: the Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation (JPOI) and the Johannesburg Declaration
on Sustainable Development. The JPOI was designed as a
framework for action to implement the UNCED commitments,
and also included a number of new agreements.

Chapter III of the JPOI on “Changing Unsustainable Patterns
of Consumption and Production” contains a section endorsing
action to encourage and promote the development of a 10-year
framework of programmes in support of regional and national
initiatives to accelerate the shift towards SCP. It calls for, inter
alia: the promotion of social and economic development within
the carrying capacity of ecosystems by delinking economic
growth from environmental degradation through improved
sustainability of resource use; an increase in processes for
efficient production; and reductions in resource degradation,
pollution and waste generation. It further calls for integrating the
issue of production and consumption patterns into sustainable
development policies.

At its eleventh session, held from 28 April to 9 May 2003,
the CSD adopted a Multi-Year Programme of Work for the
period 2004-2017, with selected thematic clusters for detailed
consideration in two-year implementation cycles. Unsustainable
consumption and production was identified as a cross-cutting
issue to be addressed in the context of other issues for all cycles.
In addition, the 10-Year Framework of Programmes was selected
for in-depth consideration in 2010/2011.

JoAnne DiSano, Director, Division for
Sustainable Development, UN DESA

The First International Expert Meeting on a 10-Year
Framework of Programmes for Sustainable Consumption and
Production was held in Marrakech, Morocco, 16-19 June 2003.

It was agreed that follow-up at the international level would
mainly consist of coordinating activities to support regional and
national initiatives and some priorities for substantive work were
identified. Participants also recommended establishing informal
task forces or roundtables to promote the implementation of SCP
policies and strategies, and agreed to hold a second international
expert meeting in 2005. The report of the Marrakech meeting was
presented to CSD-12.

CSD-12 and CSD-13 constituted the first two-year
Implementation Cycle, with the adoption of a resolution on policy
options and practical measures to expedite implementation of
policies and measures related to water, sanitation and human
settlements, the three themes of the 2004-2005 thematic cluster.
CSD’s 2006-2007 Implementation Cycle thematic cluster includes
the areas of energy for sustainable development, industrial
development, air pollution/atmosphere, and climate change.

REGIONAL EXPERT MEETINGS

Numerous regional meetings on SCP were held during the
2003-2005 period. Regional meetings in Africa took place in
Casablanca, Morocco, 17-20 May 2004 and in Nairobi, Kenya,
19-20 February, 2005. Asia and Pacific regional meetings took
place in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 21-23 May 2003, and in Seoul,
Republic of Korea, 6-7 November 2003. In Europe a Stakeholder
Meeting on SCP took place in Ostend, Belgium, November
25-26, 2004. Latin America and the Caribbean regional meetings
took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 24-25 April 2003, and
Managua, Nicaragua, 15-16 October 2003.

REPORT OF THE MEETING

On Monday, 5 September, Allan Flores, Vice-Minister of
Environment and Energy, Costa Rica, opened the meeting and
welcomed participants. JoAnne DiSano, Director, Division for
Sustainable Development, UN DESA, noted that the Marrakech
Process is one of the steps taken to follow up the WSSD and the
JPOIL. She stressed that population growth and increasing living
standards will put tremendous pressure on the environment,
and highlighted the need to ensure the production of necessary
goods and services while reducing and reversing environmental
degradation. DiSano said switching to more sustainable patterns is
not easy, but it can generate environmental, social, and economic
benefits with very modest
capital investments. She
emphasized the importance of
innovation, and of addressing
SCP at national and local
levels.

Monique Barbut, Director,
Division of Technology,
Industry and Economics
(DTIE), UNEP, said after two
years of regional consultations,
it was time to move towards
action by focusing on priorities
and developing concrete
initiatives such as training

. o
Monique Barbut, Director, Division of
Technology, Industry and Economics
(DTIE), UNEP
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courses and more informal,
practical working groups.

She drew links between
poverty reduction and SCP,
and said new programmes
could simultaneously benefit
the environment, economy
and society, provided that the
wider development community
can be engaged. She
highlighted new approaches
in China, Japan’s 3R Initiative
(reduce, reuse, recycle), and
Africa’s potential to leapfrog
to sustainable development
patterns.

Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Minister of Environment and
Energy, Costa Rica, said that sustainable development cannot
be achieved if individuals, nations, and the global community
continue to use goods and services as they have for the last
decade. He highlighted Costa Rica’s elaboration of a National
Environment Strategy, and said a major challenge is the issue of
land planning, and the implementation of land planning policies
based on the wise and sustainable use of natural resources.

He underscored the importance of cross-sectoral coordination
and policy harmonization, and, stating that SCP was not yet
fully integrated into political agendas of developing countries,
he called for more international cooperation. He called for all
relevant stakeholders to be involved in policy planning and
implementation processes.

Viveka Bohn, Swedish Ministry of Sustainable Development,
emphasized that SCP is a prerequisite for sustainable development
and poverty eradication and said society should strive for more
equality in consumption and production. She highlighted some
of the issues to be addressed at this meeting, including use of
task forces, improving international cooperation and assistance
to developing countries, and providing input to the CSD. She
highlighted the importance of the Marrakech Process in achieving
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and sustainable
development. Participants then adopted the agenda.

Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Minister of
Environment and Energy, Costa Rica

REPORTS FROM REGIONAL MEETINGS

Representatives presented the outcomes from a series of
regional meetings on SCP held during the 2003-2005 period.

AFRICA: Cleophas Migiro, Cleaner Production Centre,
Tanzania, reported on the five regional meetings held since 2004
and their outcomes, including the African 10-Year Framework
Programme and the Dakar Declaration. He said that Africa has
the political will to implement SCP, and is ready to leapfrog to
sustainable technologies, with the help of developed countries.

ASIA AND PACIFIC: Rae Kwon Chung, Director,
Environment and Sustainable Development Division, UN
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), outlined challenges in Asia and the Pacific as income
increases rapidly, society encourages conspicuous consumption,
and environmental sustainability decreases. He said government
should focus on providing sustainable choices through public
policy and linking SCP with positive elements of traditional

lifestyle and culture. He said recent meetings advocated
eco-efficient “green growth” incorporating economic and social
development, and announced that a Seoul initiative on green
growth will be launched in November 2005 to promote SCP in
Asia and the Pacific.

EUROPE: Marjo Nummelin, European Commission (EC),
reported on the EC/UNEP European Stakeholder Meeting on
SCP held 25-26 November 2004 in Belgium, which called for
a strategic framework linked to other processes, involvement of
the financial sector and producers, and for international financial
institutions to promote SCP through national development
strategies. Natacha Zuinen, Belgium, outlined recent EU
initiatives including pilot and research programmes, public-
private partnerships, and a proposal for an international panel on
natural resources. She said SCP will be a key element of a revised
EU sustainable development strategy to be adopted in Spring
2006.

Gunilla Blomquist, Chair, Nordic Ad hoc Group on SCP,
reported on the Nordic Group’s emphasis on the importance of
business and industry in promoting SCP and highlighted the
Nordic Group’s report on North-South Business Relations and
SCP in a North/South Perspective. She stressed the importance of
SCP for sustainable development and of mobilizing support from
the business sector. Highlighting the link between sustainable
consumption and trade, she emphasized the need to include
SCP in the CSD and WTO agendas. She stressed challenges in
promoting SCP, including lack of coordination at the international
level and lack of infrastructure for supporting sustainable
production.

LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN: Diego
Masera, Regional Office
on Latin America and the
Caribbean, UNEP, reported
on Latin America and the
Caribbean’s regional process,
and reviewed the regional
meetings. He emphasized work
done by smaller countries
such as Nicaragua, which face
greater obstacles than some of
the larger countries. Masera
said political will existed,
but that more resources were
needed, and highlighted
the importance of creating
awareness, creating a council
of government experts on SCP,
cleaner production policies and South-South cooperation.

Viveka Bohn, Ambassador, Ministry of
Sustainable Development, Sweden

DISCUSSION PAPER

Ralph Chipman, Division for Sustainable Development,
UN DESA, presented the Discussion Paper prepared by UN
DESA and the UNEP/Wuppertal Institute Centre on Sustainable
Consumption and Production. Chipman emphasized that the
Marrakech Process is a framework of programmes, rather than
a single programme, and is intended to support regional and
national initiatives. He said SCP should avoid trying to cover
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all of sustainable development. Chipman outlined the structure
of the discussion paper and for the proposed working groups,
noting that the working groups on industrial development and
energy, climate and atmosphere would directly address issues
to be discussed during the CSD 2006-2007 Implementation
Cycle. Chipman said the expert discussions would influence the
CSD process in three ways:
through the official report;
input to the CSD Secretariat’s
preparations for CSD-14;

and through government
delegations. He said he
expected a follow-up expert
meeting to be held in 2007,

in order to continue biennial
meetings, and emphasized that
regional processes have been
very active. He said the five
working groups at this meeting
would address national
experiences, success stories
and lessons learned obstacles
to promoting SCP and future
work.

Sherif Arif, Urban Planning and Waste
Management, World Bank

PANEL DISCUSSIONS

On Monday afternoon, a multi-stakeholder panel discussion
on SCP was convened. Moderator David O’Connor, UN DESA,
asked panelists to address how SCP fits into the missions,
strategies, and operations of their organizations, and what they
can contribute to and gain from this process.

Sherif Arif, Urban Planning and Waste Management, World
Bank, discussed the costs of inaction in the Middle East and
North African countries. He said that putting a monetary value on
degradation would encourage decision makers to support policies
with environmental priorities. He discussed problems related to
air pollution, water pollution and land degradation. Using the
fuel sector as an example, he said decreasing subsidies while
improving sectoral policies would lead to economic benefits. He
noted challenges including institutional and legal constraints,
and involving the private sector in issues such as solid waste
management.

Nadia Haiama-Neurohr, Chemicals Policy Adviser,
Greenpeace, discussed the role of NGOs in promoting SCP. She
used Greenpeace’s toxic chemicals campaign as an example
of success in promoting SCP and influencing decision making
in Europe, and emphasized a toxics-free future based on
clean production, substitution and safer alternatives. Noting a
lack of information about many chemicals, she highlighted a
systematic approach to dealing with chemicals in the EU, entitled
Registration, Evaluation and Authorization of Chemicals. She said
SCP opportunities included setting up clear objectives, priorities,
targets, timelines and monitoring systems, and improving
communication and information exchange. She called for better
recognition of the role of NGOs in promoting SCP, which had not
been included in the discussion paper.

Thomas Bergmark, Social and Environmental Affairs, IKEA
Group, outlined IKEA’s longstanding commitment to sustainable
production, particularly through self-imposed codes of conduct

based on ILO and UN declarations. He stressed the challenges of
enforcement and the need for partnerships with governments and
other stakeholders.

Maria del Pilar Lépez, ECOPLAN, outlined the work of
YouthXchange in SCP education in Colombia. She stressed the
significance of youth as a fast-growing consumer group that
is heavily influenced by media promoting unsustainable mass
consumption. Drawing on case studies, she recommended youth-
designed strategies incorporating young people’s language and
interests, and targeting both disadvantaged and wealthy youth.
She called on national governments and agencies to support youth
groups promoting SCP.

Participants then raised questions concerning the removal
of fuel subsidies; enforcing voluntary standards on suppliers;
self-esteem and youth gangs; the applicability of the Colombian
strategy to Mesoamerica; and developing multi-stakeholder
partnerships.

TASK FORCES

Bas de Leeuw, DTIE, UNEP, introduced the session on task
forces, emphasizing that the task forces were strictly voluntary
initiatives, and that any parties could get together on specific
issues of interest. He said the task forces were meant to add value
to work on the ground, and could address any topic within the
scope of the Marrakech Process.

Gunilla Bronquist, Ministry of Sustainable Development,
Sweden, announced the establishment of a Task Force on
Sustainable Lifestyles, noting it would address, inter alia,
consumption related to lifestyles and behavior, and the role of
marketing and engagement in changing behaviors. She said work
would be based on ongoing related activities and projects within
UNEP, EU work on sustainable lifestyles, the Nordic cooperation
on SCP linked to CSD themes, and related work and activities
of the Council of Government Experts of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Chris Baker, Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, UK, introduced the Task Force on Sustainable Products,
noting that its first meeting would aim to begin improving
international cooperation in raising product performance. He
said the Task Force could, infer alia, raise awareness of product
policy as a means of achieving international development and
environmental objectives. He said an initial action plan could
determine where policy on
product performance is being
developed, what existing
benchmarks are being adopted,
and the underlying rate of
innovation.

Ulf Jaeckel, Ministry for
the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear
Safety, Germany, reported on
the Task Force on Cooperation
with Africa. He said the Task
Force looked for ways to help
African countries leapfrog,
and stressed that partnerships
should not only come from the
environmental community.

Bas de Leeuw, DTIE, UNEP
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Philip Kristensen, Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests
and Landscape, reported on the Task Force on Sustainable
Public Procurement, and highlighted how governments can use
their purchasing power to catalyze sustainable development.

He reported on the preparation of a task force mandate to be
presented to the next international meeting in 2007, and the
elaboration of a sustainable public procurement toolkit.

SCP ACTIVITIES IN COSTA RICA

Sergio Musmanni, Director, National Cleaner Production
Center, Costa Rica, outlined SCP activities in Costa Rica.
These included: an environmental discharge fee to internalize
water production costs; a UNEP/Wuppertal Institute “Efficient
Entrepreneur Calendar” helping companies achieve SCP
autonomously; sector-specific guides and an eco-design manual;
plans to promote degradable plastics for niche applications;
integrating cleaner production goals into a broader corporate
social responsibility initiative; “Fempac,” a Costa Rican
packaging scheme following Europe’s successful “Green Dot;”
and an initiative establishing baselines for material imports to
facilitate plans for their recycling, treatment and disposal. He
said Costa Rica’s current electricity generation is relatively low
impact, but that fossil fuel consumption was projected to increase,
and that this should be averted through efficient public transport
and car sharing, increased biomass power capacity and renewable
fuels programmes. He outlined challenges including: finance and
technology transfer; encouraging life cycle thinking; hazardous
materials treatment and accounting; increasing waste collection
efficiency; developing regulatory land use plans, ecolabels and
awards; and increasing consumer awareness and engagement.

WORKING GROUPS

Experts participated in five working groups addressing
specific areas for SCP. Working Group 1 focused on production
processes and industrial development, Working Group 2 focused
on urban planning and waste management, Working Group 3
focused on sustainable consumption and product development,
Working Group 4 focused on national and regional strategies for
SCP, and Working Group 5 focused on energy, climate and air
pollution. The composition of each working group reflected a
mix of expert preferences and geographical balance. The working
groups met three times, on Tuesday morning and afternoon, and
on Wednesday afternoon. In -
addition to their working group
discussions, participants heard
keynote presentations.

The results and
recommendations of
each working group were
summarized by the Co-Chairs
and the Secretariat in non-
negotiated reports, which
were presented in Plenary
on Thursday, September
8. The deliberations of the
working groups, the keynote
presentations, and Plenary
reactions to working group
reports are summarized below.

Edwin Pifero, Office of the Federal
Environmental Executive, US

WORKING GROUP 1: PRODUCTION PROCESSES
AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

This working group was co-chaired by Olivia la O’Castillo,
Asia Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and
Production, the Philippines, and Edwin Pifiero, Office of the
Federal Environmental Executive, US.

Opening the meeting on Tuesday, Co-Chair O’Castillo said
government policies should be clear and stable, and emphasized
the importance of focusing on
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs). Co-Chair Edwin
Pifiero said governments
should lead by example, noting
the economic significance

of public procurement. Key
. themes which emerged from
the subsequent discussions
* included: capacity and
awareness raising; making
SCP relevant to quality of
life and profit; alignment
of regulations, policies and
incentives; practical issues of
finance, trade and regulatory barriers; SCP as a paradigm shift
rather than a one-off action; organized, sustained dialogue and
cooperation between all players; industry to industry discussion;
and taking advantage of existing information, tools and networks.

Participants shared lessons from their experience reporting,
inter alia, that: in a successful scheme in Argentina, large
companies mentor SMEs in return for tax credits; Australia’s
success with reducing CFCs through an industry-driven voluntary
levy on HCFCs was adopted by Canada; in the US, the Energy
Star Initiative, which encourages energy-efficient products
through labeling, produced $10 billion in energy savings last
year; Nicaragua has developed a series of seminars to show how
SCP can increase private profit; Australia’s “extended producer
responsibility” approach, managing product life cycle, has been
adopted in other countries; NGOs in Kenya have developed
an award to encourage corporate social responsibility; and in
Austria and Germany, chemical suppliers and producers redefined
their relationship so that profits now depend on eco-efficiency,
avoiding the perverse incentives whereby raw material suppliers
and waste material disposers increase profits by increasing waste.

On the role of government regulation of industry, some
participants emphasized voluntary initiatives and “making
government irrelevant”, while others felt that for rigid
industries and irresponsible companies, regulation was key.
Some participants advocated marketing SCP to business as
profit-enhancing, rather than as environmentally-sound. Some
developing country participants noted that developed countries
change regulations suddenly, while other participants said the
regulatory process was too slow. Participants highlighted the
difficulties of enforcing regulation on SMEs and the informal
sector, and problems associated with the potential for temporary
improvements to cheat annual audits. One participant reported
that in Nicaragua, banning domestic production of CFC-based
cooling systems has been undermined by the ability to import
them.

Olivia la O’Castillo, Asia Pacific
Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption
and Production, the Philippines
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In the afternoon session, keynote speaker Maryna Mohr-
Swart, Chamber of Mines of South Africa, outlined how South
Africa’s mining industry is attempting to incorporate sustainable
development practices. She gave examples of partnerships
and voluntary codes of conduct adopted by the industry, and
highlighted the mining industry’s leading role in environmental
management accounting in South Africa, expressing hope that
it may eventually contribute to the national resource accounts.
In response, participants discussed the Latin American mining
experience; energy costs of non-core mining activities;
accountability for voluntary initiatives; and triple bottom line
accounting.

On Wednesday, keynote speaker Takeshi Koga, Fujitsu Ltd.,
presented “Fujitsu’s Activities to Raise Environmental Values
of Products”. He outlined life-cycle costing, which expresses
social and financial costs within a single index and showed how
it can reflect product improvements in a way consumers can
easily understand. Koga highlighted the life-cycle assessment
label Ecoleaf, which has been rapidly adopted by producers. He
stressed that responsible businesses also paid attention to their
suppliers’ environmental impact, and outlined Fujitsu’s processes
for promoting SCP among suppliers. In the ensuing debate,
participants discussed whether customers will pay more for
eco-design, industry-government cooperation, the 3Rs initiative
and “top runner” standards.

Closing the working group, participants discussed practical
recommendations. Suggestions included: using chambers of
commerce to reach companies; encouraging national cleaner
production centers to focus on SMEs; including SCP in all levels
of education, notably in business schools; calculating the costs
of inaction; developing SCP indices; and integrating SCP into
national accounts.

WORKING GROUP 2: URBAN PLANNING AND
WASTE MANAGEMENT

This working group was co-chaired by Cristina Cortinas
de Navas, Environmental Consultant, Mexico, and Kazuyoshi
Okazawa, Ministry of the Environment, Japan.

On Tuesday, 6 September, Co-Chair Cortinas opened the
working group discussions with a presentation on waste
management and its relation to other policies, using Mexico as
an example. She outlined
the recently enacted waste
prevention and integral
management law in Mexico,
which, inter alia, addresses
common but differentiated
responsibilities, includes
“Waste Management Plans”,
and applies the “polluter
pays” principle. Cortinas
also highlighted the newly
formed Mexican Network on
the Environmentally Sound
Management of Wastes, which
involves local stakeholders,
and said there were problems
with importing old cars from
developed countries.

Cristina Cortinas de Navas,
Environmental Consultant, Mexico

Co-chair Kazuyoshi Okazawa, discussed “Promotion of
the 3Rs Initiative and the Challenge in Establishing a Sound
Material-Cycle Society.” He outlined the stages of the 3Rs and
discussed: strengthening national policies to implement the 3Rs;
reducing trade barriers; cooperation between developed and
developing countries and stakeholders; and promotion of science
and technology to foster the 3Rs. He highlighted Japan’s action
plan for a global zero waste society.

During the ensuing discussion, participants addressed: the
primary responsibility of municipalities in urban planning;
persistent urban planning problems in developed countries; the
importance of political will
and changing institutional
frameworks; problems related
to politicians’ short term goals
and the need for longer term
community sustainability
plans; and waste management
as a source of economic
development and job creation.
One participant stressed the
importance of laws, technology
and economic incentives in
managing waste, while another
emphasized political will,
leadership and ownership.
Participants also addressed
modifying national accounting,
the problems of politicized
waste management, the need to internalize environmental costs,
databases of best practices for waste management, use of national
cleaner production centers and Basel Conventions Regional
Centers, and issue